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28 May 2021 
 
 
Dear members of the St Mary’s DSG community,  
 
The third wave of Covid-19 seems to have arrived in Gauteng, and we urge all 

parents and learners to act responsibly in the next little while. Please be careful 

about attending social gatherings and other events with large numbers of people, 

and remember always to keep your social distance, to sanitize frequently and to 

wear your mask at all times when in public. We all need to take care of ourselves 

and of others in the fight against the virus. 

 

Here is some news from the Academic Department: 

 

CONSUMER STUDIES 

In Grade 10, the Consumer studies learners get to know textiles and how they influence their 

daily clothing choices. They also get to know more about 

textile/fabric identification by doing burning tests on 

different type of fabrics in a safe environment. This year 

the learners had to distinguish between silk, wool, 

bamboo, cotton and polyester to name a few. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stmarys.pta.school.za/


Best Online Assessment Practices for students  

Taking an assessment or exam can be daunting and terrifying 
at best. The good news is that, many of the steps needed to  
complete an online exam are quite similar to those for an 
in-class test.  However, the online environment does present  
some differences that warrant some extra awareness and  
preparation. In their book, E-Learning Companion: A Student’s Guide                         
to Online Success, Fourth Edition, Ryan Watkins and Michael Corry provide 
several recommended steps that students can take in order to succeed 
in their online exams.  Some have been slightly tweaked to apply to our local context:  

As always, before an exam or test:  Prepare!  

 Understand the test guidelines, how are the questions structured?  
When preparing for the assessment, test yourself. Make use of past papers if 
available, etc. Know your stuff! 

 It’s recommended that you check your computer a day or so before the 
assessment to avoid last minute technical issues. Ensure that all hardware and 
software requirements are met.   

 On the day, set up in a location with adequate, uninterrupted internet connectivity.  
 Connect a serviceable printer and ensure that you have enough data to scan and 

submit your answer sheet or exam paper. 
 Carve out a quiet test or exam-taking spot with minimal distractions. Turn off all 

notifications from your phone, your email, and elsewhere. Shut off the TV and 
radio. Let your roommates or family know that you will be taking a test or exam, so 
that they are less likely to interrupt you during that time. 

 Gather all that you will need to take the test. If you can have materials such as 
notes, books, or writing implements with you, be sure that it is set to go. 

 Plan your time, but keep an eye on the clock. If possible, set a timer to alert you of 
limited time left.  

 Technical problems? Do not panic. But contact your teacher immediately, detailing 
the exact problem and/or any error messages you might have received. If you can 
take a screen shot, that would be helpful as well. 

 During the exam or test, FOCUS and BREATHE. 
 Before you submit, check your work.  

 

With best wishes for a wonderful weekend and a great week ahead! 
 

 
 
Mrs Odelle Howard 
Head of School 

http://www.cengage.com/c/e-learning-companion-student-s-guide-to-online-success-4e-watkins
http://www.cengage.com/c/e-learning-companion-student-s-guide-to-online-success-4e-watkins

